Clinical and socioeconomic impact of pediatric seasonal and pandemic influenza.
Influenza is frequent among otherwise healthy day-care and school-aged children. Recent studies have demonstrated its significant effect on various outcome factors, including significantly more school and parental work absenteeism, and secondary illnesses among family members. Other studies have shown that the potential benefit of vaccinating children against influenza extends to other members of their families, thus supporting earlier economic modeling analyses of immunization programs. Although there are some differences in the clinical and socio-economic impact of seasonal and pandemic influenza, the benefits of vaccination are similar in both cases. The vaccination of otherwise healthy children may significantly reduce direct and indirect influenza-related costs, which supports the recommendation to make wider use of influenza vaccine in healthy children of any age in order to reduce the burden of infection on the community.